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World-renowned for its biological diversity and model conservation system, Costa Rica is home to a

wide variety of amphibians and reptiles, from the golden toad to the scorpion lizard to the

black-headed bushmaster. Jay M. Savage has studied these fascinating creatures for more than

forty years, and in The Amphibians and Reptiles of Costa Rica he provides the most

comprehensive, up-to-date treatment of their biology and evolution ever produced.Costa Rica has

played, and continues to play, a pivotal role in the study of tropical biology as well as the

development of ecotourism and ecoprospecting, in part because more than half of the amphibians

and reptiles in Costa Rica are also found elsewhere in Central America. The Amphibians and

Reptiles of Costa Rica will be an essential book for a wide audience of nature lovers, naturalists,

ecotourists, field biologists, conservationists, government planners, and those interested in Central

America more generally."Written for the enthusiast as well as for the field researcher, this work is an

excellent reference source for each of the 396 species of amphibians and reptiles that can be found

in Costa Rica. Includes complete full-color photographs of all known species in the region, as well

as maps showing their distribution patterns. . . . A must-have book for any library with interests in

this subject area."â€”J. Elliott, Southeastern Naturalist
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I have been waiting for this book for over a year and it was well worth it. With over 40 years of

'herping' Costa Rica Jay Savage needs no introduction. Neither do the photographers Michael and



Patricia Fogden. Their stunning images of the tropics and its reptiles and amphibians are

everywhere. Costa Rica currently has 178 amphibian species and 218 reptile species. Additionally,

there are two introduced frogs and four introduced lizards. Savage covers them all. In fact the

subtitle covers it moreso. Nearly everything related to herps between two continents and between

two seas is covered.Savage states he wrote this book for several audiences: the general reader

with an interest in biology and the herpetofauna, the amateur or part-time naturalist with some

background in biology, the tropical biology and herpetolgy student, and the professional biologist. I

would say that Savage has succeeded wildly in hitting his broad mark. The book is in four parts. The

first gives the layperson a general background of biology, classification, and systematics. This also

serves as a good refresher for those familiar with the terms or who is new to learning them. Savage

tells us how to observe, where to look, how to catch, and how to preserve as specimens or keep as

study subjects the diverse herpetofauna in Costa Rica. Included is a brief political history of Costa

Rica. This is just the first chapter. He then describes, in depth, Costa Rica's climate, geography, and

numerous habitats and vegetation patterns. Then we learn how to use the meat of this book; the

keys.Parts two and three are the keys to all the known amphibians and reptiles, respectively, of

Costa Rica. These keys, broken into appropriate chapters are incredible.
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